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which would probably attend a contested election
upon a mixed register.

The strong objections raised by the Hindus,
who after all are four-fifths of the population, had,
however, necessarily to be allowed considerable
weight.

The mere numerical test, moreover, breaks down,
because for census and classification purposes nearly
all those who are not Mahomedans are described
as Hindus, though only a small percentage would
be recognised as such by the upper castes,
millions being in fact animists, devil worshippers,
and devotees of sundry more or less gross super-
stitions. Though there is weight in this ob-
jection it obviously must not be pressed too far,
since Hinduism is allowed to include the widest
range of polytheism and pantheism in its fold.
The whole question was warmly debated in the
House of Commons, and was in the end wisely
left for settlement by the Government of India,
which has to determine the conditions of election.
Lord Morley and Lord Minto have before and
since the passing of the Act been actively occu-
pied in endeavouring to satisfy the Mahomedans
without rousing the susceptibilities of the Hindus,
who are jealous of the adoption of any but the
numerical test, which of course insures to them
complete predominance over the Mahomedan fifth
of the population. The followers of the Prophet,